
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Welcome to the OSU Nutrition Newsletter! 
These are unprecedented times right now – to remain connected, we have generated the following newsletter 
to let everyone know of recent student and faculty accomplishments.  If you know of any awards or 
outstanding accomplishments, please let us know so that we can include them in our next letter! 

Student Accomplishments 

 

Congratulations to Joonbum Lee!  Joonbum is the recipient of the 2020 William E. Krauss 
Director's Award for Excellence in Graduate Research for his lead authored paper entitled 
"Direct delivery of adenoviral CRISPR/Cas9 vector into quail blastoderms for generation of 
knockout birds" published in July 2019 in the Proceedings of the National Academy of 
Sciences of the USA.  Joonbum was also recently awarded the Graduate School University 

Presidential Fellowship for his proposal “New Avian Genome Editing Method using Adenoviral CRIPSR/Cas9 
system”. This prestigious award recognizes demonstrated scholarly accomplishments and potential in a 
graduate student.   Joonbum is a Ph.D. Candidate in the laboratory of Dr. Kichoon Lee, Professor in the 
Department of Animal Sciences. 

 

 

Congratulations to Austin Angelotti!  Austin was recently awarded a Peletonia Fellowship 
for his research proposal “Fish Oil as a Preventative Therapy to Reduce Anthracycline-
Induced Cardiotoxicity”.  Cancer patients have an increased risk of heart disease due to the 
toxicities of chemotherapeutic drugs. Our data suggests dietary intervention with fish oil 
can protect the heart from chemotherapy-induced damage. This study will allow us to 
investigate if and how fish oil protects the heart. If effective, fish oil could become an 

inexpensive and widely available clinical dietary tool, lessening the burden for cancer survivors.   Austin is a 
Ph.D. Candidate in the laboratory of Dr. Martha Belury, Carol S. Kennedy Professor of Nutrition, Department of 
Human Sciences.   

  

 

 

https://ansci.osu.edu/news/2020-william-e-krauss-directors-award-excellence-graduate-research
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Faculty Accomplishments (OSUN faculty are bolded) 

Dr. Martha Belury, Department of Human Sciences; Dr. Steven Clinton, Department of Internal Medicine; Dr. 
Ken Lee, Department of Food Science and Technology; and Dr. Yael Vodovotz, Department of Food Science 
and Technology have been awarded a training grant titled “Multidiscipline Training Of Doctoral Students In 
Foods & Nutrition Targeting Obesity To Prevent Cancer”.   

Dr. Rachel Kopec, Department of Human Sciences; Dr. Jessica Cooperstone, Department of Horticulture and 
Crop Science; Dr. Emmanuel Hatzakis and Dr. Devin Peterson, both in the Department of Food Science and 
Technology have been awarded a training grant titled “Metabolomics across the Food System”.   

Both training grants are currently recruiting underserved individuals into OSUN. 

Dr. Carla Miller, Department of Human Sciences, was selected as the Chair Elect of the Behavioral Medicine 
and Psychology Interest Group for the American Diabetes Association (ADA). The mission of the ADA is to 
prevent and cure diabetes and improve the lives of all people affected by diabetes or prediabetes. As part of 
that mission, ADA provides education and training to health professionals as well as the patients they serve. 

KUDOS to the following students 

Rosalie Zhong – advised by Dr. Rachel Kopec, passed her candidacy exam. 

Ryan Dickerson – advised by Dr. Jeff Volek, passed his candidacy exam.  

Lucy Chung – advised by Dr. Amanda Bird, recently received an Alumni Grant for Graduate Research and 
Scholarship for her proposed work characterizing the role of the Zip3 zinc transporter in fission yeast. 

 

Alumni Spotlight 

 

Dr. Benjamin Wenner, Assistant Professor – Clinical, Department of Animal Sciences, OSU 

Benjamin earned his Ph.D. with Dr. Jeffrey Firkins in the Department of Animal Sciences, FAES.  He graduated 
in May 2016 and went to work for Perdue Agri-Business as a Dairy Technical Services Manager; in August 2018 
he rejoined the Department of Animal Sciences in a combined teaching and Extension role as an Assistant 
Professor-Clinical.  We asked him the following questions: 

1. How did you first get interested in nutrition? 
During my undergraduate at MSU, Dr. Beede’s Ruminant Nutrition class was my first “flipped 

classroom” experience and the depth to which we studied nutrition and met people in the industry left me 
feeling like I could really have a career in the topic.  

 
 
 



2. How did OSUN contribute to your success in your current position? 
OSUN broadened my perspective of nutrition and challenged me to think about nutrition beyond the 

confines of the diets we feed to ruminant livestock. Human Nutrition operates well in advance of our 
understanding within animal nutrition and being engaged in coursework with professors in human 
nutrition helped me see where the future of our animal field was heading. Ultimately, experiences with 
OSUN faculty in Human Nutrition caused me to think about animal nutritional needs with more complexity 
and become a better-rounded scientist. Learning to communicate with peers lacking animal experiences 
also improved my ability to translate my work to laypersons. 

 
3. What would you like to tell current OSUN students? 

Be involved in your education. So many students go through the motions of recommended classes and 
silo themselves within their lab work. But my most meaningful relationships with classmates came when I 
took the time to talk to them outside of class and learn about their work. And my biggest “ah-ha!” 
moments came when I took classes beyond my comfort zone or that weren’t required. These 
conversations helped me better prepare to ask questions during seminars on topics beyond my expertise 
and think more creatively about my own work. Involvement in GSNS helped me learn to collaborate with 
people of very different motivations than myself, and I continuously found faculty to be very willing to 
support my educational experience if I took the time to speak with them. 

 

 

Faculty Spotlight 

 
Dr. Martha Belury is the Carol Kennedy Professor of Nutrition in the Department of Human Sciences, Program 
Leader for Human Nutrition, College of Education and Human Ecology.  Dr. Belury’s laboratory investigates 
energy metabolism as regulated by adipose, liver, and muscle tissues.  We caught up with her and asked her 
the following questions: 

1. How did you first get interested in nutrition? 
I was a triathlete (swimming, biking, running) in high school and college.  I learned early on that sound 

nutrition and good sleep were essential for my performance. Learning and studying nutrition as a science 
has been a thrill beyond any of my expectations.   

2. How does OSUN contribute to your success as a faculty member?   
Students bring fresh and challenging perspectives to nutrition science (or any science).  In addition, 

students are the future.  I want to pave the way for Ph.D. students to have the thrills that I have had as a 
scientist, mentor, practitioner, and teacher. 
 

3. What would you like to tell students about OSUN? 
Nutrition sciences is a small but mighty community.  Seek out conversations with OSUN faculty.  We 

will have as many questions for you, as you will for us. 

 


